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sake of right. Thus, the whole history of India fits the
Indian people for a struggle in which there is no force
to uphold the Dharma. against the temptations of self r
indulgence, of comfort, and of individual selfishness
save that of the human will and the human consci-
ence. It may be that no other modern country could
succeed in this ordeal. Yet, even that would not
coijdemn the holy land to fail. The Indian people
have heard, so far, of nothing but their weaknesses.
The time has now come when they should meditate
on their own strength, and proceed to prove it*
What about the wealth of self-contr6l and self-direc-
tion, handed down by generations of austere and
clean-living ancestors, and put out to interest in the
steady routine of Hindu piety, day after day, and
year after year? Besides, is it true that mankind
always does the cheap thing? Is the human will
really like water, always to be carried to the lowest
available level, by its own momentum ? If this had
been so, how should we explain that great transition,
by which Hindus once upon a time, ceased to eat
beef? They were accustomed to the food, and liked
it. It was convenient to kill cattle and, feed a house-
hold, in times of scarcity. But an idea of mercy and
tenderness, aided by the permanent economic inter-
ests of the civilisation, came in, and to-day, where is
the Hindu who will eat beef? The Swadeshi move-
ment is the cow-protecting movement, of the present